
The Argus Tuesday, June 14, 201622 News The Argus Tuesday, June 14, 2016 News 35

Drama as designer will create history in Venice

DESIGNED with a sense
of drama, this is the
stunning and sensual
installation by a Hove-

based interior designer dis-
played in a Venice palazzo.

Former theatre stage designer
Katherine Richards is exhibiting an
installation featuring copper-thread
fabrics and Czech glass creations
in the Time-Space-Existence exhibi-
tion at the first Design Palazzo of
the Venice Architecture Biennale
2016.

It is the first year a palazzo at the
Biennale, which was founded in
1892, has been dedicated to design
and Katherine is the first British in-
terior designer to exhibit at the De-
sign Palazzo.

The Biennale, which takes place
once every two years, is expected to
attract 300,000 visitors during its run
until November.

“It’s a huge accolade,” said Kath-
erine, who runs her interior design
consultancy from a studio in Port-
land Road, Hove.

“You can only exhibit if you’re in-
vited and it is very, very special to be
involved in this.

“The other exhibitors are all
world class and there are only two
other British exhibitors in the Bien-
nale.”

It was a chance encounter with the
owners of multi award-winning Ital-
ian design company Sofarsonear in
London that led to Katherine’s invi-
tation to exhibit.

Her installation, in the Palazzo
Michiel, an 18th Century palace
with Gothic windows on Venice’s
Grand Canal, marries the fabrics

British woman wows at
Biennale arts festival with
her stunning installation

of Milan-based SoFarSoNear, the
only company in the world to pro-
duce fabrics woven using pure
copper thread, with the audacious
glass lighting creations of Czech
company Sans Souci, which
specialises in lighting original ar-
chitectural features such as railings,
stairways, tables, skylights and col-
umns.

The dramatic creation blends the
copper-woven fabrics, shimmering
silks and a crystal-overlaid light
sculpture with an eye-catching co-
balt-blue ribbon.

As Katherine explained: “I’m ex-
cited about designing something un-
expected – a display that combines
the surprise of theatre with bold col-
our to add a dramatic and extrava-
gant dimension to SoFarSoNear’s
fabric and San Souci’s lighting crea-
tions.

“I feel privileged to be the first
British interior designer to exhibit
at the Design Palazzo and I’m also
looking forward to being inspired by
the work of others, which I’m sure
will enhance my own future pro-
jects.”

Katherine, whose interiors design
team includes Lauren Johnston, who
specialises in woven fabrics, and tex-
tile print expert Helen Kerr, visited
Venice three weeks ago to set up the
installation and again last week to at-
tend the Biennale launch party and

press night.
“When we set up the installa-

tion, it was the first one in the
palazzo and the only one there,”
said Katherine.

“But when we returned last
week and saw it with the other
exhibits in the palazzo, it all
made sense.”

It was Katherine’s back-
ground in stage design and
film production that led to the
invitation to exhibit at the
Biennale, which is organised
by the non-profit Global Arts
Affairs Foundation and selects
around 100 international archi-
tects from almost 40 countries
to display their work side by
side.

She grew up in Wisbor-
ough Green, near Billing-
shurst, and trained at a
theatre college before launch-
ing her career as a set and
costume designer for London
theatres including the Man
in the Moon theatre-pub in
the Kings Road, the Finsbury

Theatre, Greenwich Theatre and The
Albany.

“I worked mainly in fringe produc-
tions, because it is all about exciting
new ideas,” she explained.

“It’s easy to design a stunning set
if you have millions to spend but if
you can make something amazing on
a small budget, it becomes an exciting
challenge.”

After leaving theatre work at eight
months pregnant, she moved to Hove,

where she had spent much of her
childhood as her grandmother lived
there.

It was a part-time job in an interior
design shop that led her in a new ca-
reer direction.

“I realised how similar set
design and interior design are,” she
said.

“I spent several years learning
about fabrics and interiors and when
my son was 10, I decided to start my

own business and set it up in a back
bedroom with a couple of fabric
books.”

Her interior design consultancy
specialises in “drawing out the imagi-
native and creative desires of its cli-
ents and applying these to the devel-
opment of unique and inspirational
spaces, often through the use of bold
and eclectic design”.

Its recent projects include two large
refurbishments of unusual proper-

ties in Spain featuring sculptural
outdoor furniture, fountains and wall
paintings, five large country houses
in Sussex, two family homes in Hove
and two properties in London.

Once a year, Katherine, who
has also designed a collection of
rugs, stages spectacular market-
ing events for clients at venues such
as the Royal Pavilion and Stanmer
House.

She is renowned for her studio’s

eye-catching window displays, the
current one showing paintings by pu-
pils at Brighton College prep school
on the theme of their fantasy room or
home.

l Katherine Richards’ installation
will be housed in Palazzo Michiel,
Venice, until November 27. For more
details, visit katherinerichardsde-
sign.co.uk orlabiennale.org/en/ar-
chitecture.
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The dramatic installation by Katherine Richards, above and, top right, the Palazzo
Michiel in Venice. Below: The Katherine Richards Design studio in Portland Road

HOVE interior designer Katherine
Richards has scored a double
first at a prestigious design
exhibition in Venice. KATY RICE
reports.

A view of Katherine’s installation

Left: A close-up
of one of the
pieces used
in Katherine’s
installation
Right: One of
the unusual
fabrics featured
in Katherine’s
installation

Katherine Richards
and a colleague
prepare part of the
installation


